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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-captioned application, please enter the 
following amendments: 


IN THE CLAIMS : 

Pl ease enter the following new claims. 

—9. An improved method for the decomposition of cumene hydroperoxide by 
acidic catalyst to phenol and acetone wherein the improvement comprises 
decomposing cumene hydroperoxide in a non-isothermal manner in the presence of 
excess acetone in the amount of 10 to 100 percent acetone relative to the amount of 
/ acetone produced during the reaction. 

10. The method in accordance with claim 9 wherein the cumene 
hydroperoxide is decomposed in a multiplicity of separate sequential reactors each 
with a controlled temperature range. 


1 1 . The method in accordance with claim 9 wherein the acidic catalyst is 
sulphuric acid. 
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